
Presented by The Freebooks Project

An open access eLibrary. No sign-ups, log-ins, no passwords, no hassle. Just GRAB AND GO READ!

Click here to know more

Deja Googled

By Sam Vaknin, Ph.D.

Deja Googled
  by: Sam Vaknin, Ph.D.   

http://groups.google.com/ 

http://groups.google.com/googlegroups/archive_announce.html 

The Internet may have started as the fervent brainchild of DARPA, the US defence
agency - but it quickly evolved into a network of computers at the service of a
community. Academics around the world used it to communicate, compare results,
compute, interact and flame each other. The ethos of the community as content-creator,
source of information, fount of emotional sustenance, peer group, and social substitute
is well embedded in the very fabric of the Net. Millions of members in free, advertising or
subscription financed, mega-sites such as Geocities, AOL, Yahoo and Tripod generate
more bits and bytes than the rest of the Internet combined. This traffic emanates from
discussion groups, announcement (mailing) lists, newsgroups, and content sites (such
as Suite101 and Webseed). Even the occasional visitor can find priceless gems of
knowledge and opinion in the mound of trash and frivolity that these parts of the web
have become.   

The emergence of search engines and directories which cater only to this (sizeable)
market segment was to be expected. By far the most comprehensive (and, thus, less
discriminating) was Deja. It spidered and took in the exploding newsgroups (Usenet)
scene with its tens of thousands of daily messages. When it was taken over by Google,
its archives contained more than 500 million messages, cross-indexed every which way
and pertaining to every possible (and many impossible) a topic.   

Google is by far the most popular search engine yet, having surpassed the more
veteran Northern Lights, Fast, and Alta Vista. Its mind defying database (more than 1.3
billion web pages), its caching technology (making it, in effect, one of the biggest
libraries on earth) and its site ranking (by popularity and links-over) have rendered it
unbeatable. Yet, its efforts to integrate the treasure trove that is Deja and adapt it to the
Google search interface have hitherto been spectacularly unsuccessful (though it finally
made it two and a half months after the purchase). So much so, that it gave birth to a
protest movement.   

Bickering and bad tempered flaming (often bordering on the deranged, the racial, or the
stalking) are the more repulsive aspects of the Usenet groups. But at the heart of the
debate this time is no ordinary sadistic venting. The issue is: who owns content
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generated by the public at large on computers funded by tax dollars? Can a commercial
enterprise own and monopolize the fruits of the collective effort of millions of individuals
from all over the world? Or should such intellectual property remain in the public
domain, perhaps maintained by public institutions (such as the Library of Congress)?
Should open source movements gain access to Deja's source code in order to launch
Deja II? And who owns the copyright to all these messages (theoretically, the authors)?
Google, as Deja before it, is offering compilations of this content, the copyright to which
it does not and cannot own. The very legal concept of intellectual property is at the crux
of this virtual conflict.   

Google was, thus, compelled to offer free access to the CONTENT of the Deja archives
to alternative (non-Google) archiving systems. But it remains mum on the search
programming code and the user interface. Already one such open source group (called
Dela News) is coalescing, although it is not clear who will bear the costs of the gigantic
storage and processing such a project would require. Dela wants to have a physical
copy of the archive deposited in trust with a dot org.   

This raises a host of no less fascinating subjects. The Deja Usenet search technology,
programming code, and systems are inextricable and almost indistinguishable from the
Usenet archive itself. Without these elements - structural as well as dynamic - there will
be no archive and no way to extract meaningful information from the chaotic bedlam that
is the Usenet environment. In this case, the information lies in the ordering and
classification of raw data and not in the content itself. This is why the open source
proponents demand that Google share both content and the tools to access it. Google's
hasty and improvised unplugging of Deja in February only served to aggravate the
die-hard fans of erstwhile Deja.   

The Usenet is not only the refuge of pedophiles and neo-Nazis. It includes thousands of
academically rigorous and research inclined discussion groups which morph with
intellectual trends and fashionable subjects. More than twenty years of wisdom and
erudition are buried in servers all over the world. Scholars often visit Usenet in their
pursuit of complementary knowledge or expert advice. The Usenet is also the
documentation of Western intellectual history in the last three decades. In it invaluable.
Google's decision to abandon the internal links between Deja messages means the
disintegration of the hyperlinked fabric of this resource - unless Google comes up with
an alternative (and expensive) solution.   

Google is offering a better, faster, more multi-layered and multi-faceted access to the
entire archive. But its brush with the more abrasive side of the open source movement
brought to the surface long suppressed issues. This may be the single most important
contribution of this otherwise not so opportune transaction.    

 

  

Sam Vaknin is the author of "Malignant Self Love - Narcissism Revisited" and "After the
Rain - How the West Lost the East". He is a columnist in "Central Europe Review",
United Press International (UPI) and ebookweb.org and the editor of mental health and
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Central East Europe categories in The Open Directory, Suite101 and
searcheurope.com. Until recently, he served as the Economic Advisor to the
Government of Macedonia. 
His web site: http://samvak.tripod.com  
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Googling for Love

By Kathryn Lord

Googling for Love
  by: Kathryn Lord   

Google: (GOO.gul) v. To use an Internet search engine such as Google.com to look for
information related to a new or potential girlfriend or boyfriend.  

Have you Googled yourself yet? Can anyone resist? If you haven't had the pleasure,
here’s how: 

Go to Google.com, type your name in quotation marks, and see what comes up.  

A lot depends on how common your name is (like John Smith). I tend to get references
to nobility (that’s the Lord part), and the genealogy citations are many. But sure enough,
there’s my house in Maine (I rent it during the summer from an Internet ad) and stained
glass courses that my husband Drew and I have taught. When I add my middle initial B,
then the references are pure cyber romance. Yea!  

Drew’s name gets his scientific publications. If I had googled him when we were
courting, I would not have made the embarrassing gaff of bragging about my
publications (2). He had me beat hands down. But also, that Google search would have
added to his credibility, because he is cited over and over as a scientist and connected
with the Army Corps of Engineers. I would have been reassured. 

But what if other connections had come up? Somebody with my name is a personnel
expert. Also, it sounds as if my name is common in England. Maybe there is worse,
buried under my name in the Net. 

Seems like it is a good idea to be aware of what comes up if your name is Googled, sort
of like keeping track of your credit report. If something negative comes up under your
name and it’s not you, you need to know that and be able to explain it to another. If it’s
not so good and IS you, you need to know and explain that, too. 

While visiting some of my older relatives recently, they were quite interested in being
Googled. My favorite uncle, who has an unusual spelling of his last name, shares that
spelling with a rather well known gay porn star. Or at least, we assume the gay porn star
and my uncle are not the same guy. The porn star does sound like he has some rather
amazing physical attributes. That’s the kind of Google citations associated with your
name that it is good to know about! 

There seems to be some embarrassment associated with Googling a prospective date
or partner, but I can't see why that would be so. Unless it appears being a little too
interested, like "I can't be bothered to check credentials, even though I have an easy
way to do so. This person just doesn't matter that much to me." Why would you want to
convey that message? 
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Especially if you are using the Internet for a mate search, it only makes good sense that
you would use one of CyberSpace’s best tools to help you make a safe and secure
match. 

But it also points out the need to keep one’s cyber nose clean. It follows that if you are
doing something that you wouldn't want anyone to know that you are doing, maybe you
shouldn't be doing it. 

So Google away!  

Kathryn Lord © 2004 All Rights Reserved   

 

  

Kathryn Lord, Romance Coach 
Helping singles find someone wonderful! 
eBk: "Find A Sweetheart Soon! Your Love Trip Planner for Women" 
4870 Oak Ridge Road, Vicksburg, MS 39183 / Ph. 601-619-0030 
Stay current with my complimentary enewsletter *eMAIL to eMATE*  
Subscribe at http://find-a-sweetheart.com/newsletter.html 
www.Find-A-Sweetheart.com / Kathryn@Find-A-Sweetheart.com        
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