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A novel re-definition through experimentation of the classical format of the book is
emerging.

Consider the now defunct BookTailor. It used to sell its book customization software
mainly to travel agents - but this technology is likely to conquer other niches (such as
the legal and medical professions). It allows users to select bits and pieces from a
library of e-books, combine them into a totally new tome and print and bind the latter on
demand. The client can also choose to buy the end-product as an e-book. Consider
what this simple business model does to entrenched and age old notions such as
"original" and "copies", copyright, and book identifiers. What is the "original" in this
case? Is it the final, user-customized book - or its sources? And if no customized book is
identical to any other - what happens to the intuitive notion of "copies"? Should
BookTailor-generated books considered to be unique exemplars of one-copy print runs?
If so, should each one receive a unique identifier (for instance, a unique ISBN)? Does
the user possess any rights in the final product, composed and selected by him? What
about the copyrights of the original authors?

Or take BookCrossing.com. On the face of it, it presents no profound challenge to
established publishing practices and to the modern concept of intellectual property.
Members register their books, obtain a BCID (BookCrossing ID Number) and then give
the book to someone, or simply leave it lying around for a total stranger to find.
Henceforth, fate determines the chain of events. Eventual successive owners of the
volume are supposed to report to BookCrossing (by e-mail) about the book's and their
whereabouts, thereby generating moving plots and mapping the territory of literacy and
bibliomania. This innocuous model subversively undermines the concept - legal and
moral - of ownership. It also expropriates the book from the realm of passive, inert
objects and transforms it into a catalyst of human interactions across time and space. In
other words, it returns the book to its origins: a time capsule, a time machine and the
embodiment of a historical narrative.

E-books, hitherto, have largely been nothing but an ephemeral rendition of their print
predecessors. But e-books are another medium altogether. They can and will provide a
different reading experience. Consider "hyperlinks within the e-book and without it - to
web content, reference works, etc., embedded instant shopping and ordering links,
divergent, user-interactive, decision driven plotlines, interaction with other e-books
(using Bluetooth or another wireless standard), collaborative authoring, gaming and
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community activities, automatically or periodically updated content, ,multimedia
capabilities, database, Favourites and History Maintenance (records of reading habits,
shopping habits, interaction with other readers, plot related decisions and much more),
automatic and embedded audio conversion and translation capabilities, full wireless
piconetworking and scatternetworking capabilities and more".

Sam Vaknin is the author of "Malignant Self Love - Narcissism Revisited" and "After the
Rain - How the West Lost the East". He is a columnist in "Central Europe Review",
United Press International (UPI) and ebookweb.org and the editor of mental health and
Central East Europe categories in The Open Directory, Suite101 and
searcheurope.com. Until recently, he served as the Economic Advisor to the
Government of Macedonia.

His web site: http://samvak.tripod.com
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"But | haven't the time not to shop at Amazon for books"

By Dilip Sinha

"But | haven't the time not to shop at Amazon for books" by Dilip Sinha

It is correctly often thought that people's time is valuable and that they do NOT have the
time to go shopping in the big book

stores - the gas costs, getting stuck in the queues at the checkout...l know

what you mean.

But there are other people - like us - online as well as Amazon. If you are

looking for one of the top books, people like us display them and allow you to pay by
credit card as well. So you save nothing by going to Amazon for

bestsellers unless they give you over around 35-40% off paperbacks and coming

up to 30% on other books.

Where | agree Amazon does score is that it displays lots of books for you

to search through. Others don't either because they are not big enough companies yet
or because few people enquire about most books - how often are you interested in
seeing all the books Amazon has about kite flying?

They are time saving yes, but because they allow people who are interested in things
like kite flying to see books at the expense of people like you who want bestsellers - you
pay $1.60 to subsidise kite flyers! So for bestsellers, ther is really

no need to go to Amazon.... and if you don't care about you $1.60 and you

don't need the book urgently, it won't bother you to wait a couple of weeks

equally to wait while other people get you the books at a cheaper price...

A UK online bookseller selling books at prices often cheaper than Amazon.co.uk
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